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And yet neither of them ever flattered their people's vanity
or encouraged national or racial self-complacency. They
have been the most unsparing critics of their people's fail-
ings. If. Indians have become the pariahs of the empire/
said Gandhi, 'it is retributive justice meted out to us by a
just God/ Said Tagore:
O my hapless country those whom you have insulted
Their humiliation will drag you down to their
own level.
Both Tagore and Gandhi accepted their country in its
entirety, heightening its nobility and cleansing, purifying
and redeeming its squalor. Both understood by swaraj
something far more positive than mere freedom from foreign
dominaton. Both were jealous guardians of moral values.
Both were passionate believers in the sanctity, the inviolable
right, of the individual's personality and were therefore mis-
trustful of the ever-increasing claims of the State over the
individual in a modern industrial society. Both were un-
compromising and vehement preachers against the dangers
of a materialist and mechanical civilization. Tagore hated
the spirit of the Machine Civilization which ruthlessly
grinds the individual under its wheels in the name of
efficiency, though he was an admirer of Western science and
believed that, properly controlled, the machine could and
should be made to serve the needs of man without making
him its slave. Gandhi was even more radical in his scepti-
cism of the worth of an industrial civilization to human
welfare: *I would not shed a tear if there were no rail-roads
in India'. It is true that lately he was willing to compro-
mise on that issue, in the sense that he would not stand in
the way of industrial development in India, if Indians
wanted it. But he had an ascetic's deep-seated fear of multi-
plying men's wants by making it easy to cater to them.
Though friends of the poor, neither was a socialist in the
accepted sense of the term. Both believed that it was
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